
NCIA Condemns the Behavior of the Officers  

Involved in the Death of George Floyd 

The Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs established in 1971 to advocate for equality on behalf of all tribal 

governments and their citizens, stands in solidarity with African American communities and denounces the 

fatal actions by the Minneapolis police department that resulted in the death of George Floyd.   

Just as Chief Standing Bear was a “human being” seeking justice, today members of our minority communities 

seek justice, to be seen and to be heard.  We stand in solidarity with the African American community, and all of 

those who are peacefully protesting against systemic racism and oppression in the wake of the senseless deaths of 

George Floyd, James Scurlock, Zachary Bear Heels, Indigenous women and children. Justice must be served and it 

must spread across this country to all communities big and small.  We must reach a true understanding that “all men 

are created equal” and we are all persons deserving of protection under the law.   

In our culture and language, we believe we are all related (Mitakuye Oyasin).  We see each other as relatives. We 

are troubled by the fact that we continue to see and experience – time after time – systemic racism and prejudice 

perpetuated on our black brothers and sisters.   

Our tribal citizens are affected, too.  Among our people, we have many who identify as native and black.  They are 

us. Our blood.  Our relatives. We are inextricably linked to this issue.  It is our duty to call this out and seek justice 

for all. We are committed to bring this to light working together with community organizations.  

Violence, racism, oppression, derogatory and belittling language against our people are a sad part of our Tribal 

history. We don’t wish this evil on anyone – whether they are Tribal citizens or neighbors.  We will continue to be 

advocates of peacefully demonstrating for meaningful, positive change for all of our relatives.  

  

“My hand is not the same color 

as yours, but if you pierce it I 

shall feel pain. The blood that 

will flow from mine will be the 

same color as yours. I am a man. 

The same God made us both.” 

Chief Standing Bear 

“We’ve learned to fly the air 

like birds, we’ve learned to 

swim the seas like fish, and yet 

we haven’t learned to walk the 

earth as brothers and sisters. 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

 


