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Mission Statement 
 The Mission of the Genoa US Indian School 
Foundation, a non-profit organization, is to collect and 
preserve the history of the Genoa US Indian Industrial 
School and promote the heritage of the school, which was 
in operation from 1884 through 1934.  
 

Dedication of Pawnee Memorial Sign 
The Thursday before the dedication Paul Glup and 

Adam Bialas installed the Pawnee 
Scouts Memorial Highway sign. 
Two signs were placed, with this 
one by Genoa and the other by 
Fullerton.  

The dedication was on 
June 12th, 2021.  It started with 

the Pawnee visiting the Nance County Veteran’s Memorial 
and Resource Center opened by Dennis McCoig and Jon 
Epley. The Pawnee were impressed with the facility. A 
lunch in the Genoa Park was attended by the following 
Pawnee: Head Chief of the Pawnee, Pat LeadingFox and his 
wife Vicky, Band chief Tim Jim and daughter Micah Jim, 
Tweety Bowen, Band Chief Morgan LittleSun and son 
Cody, Herb Adson, Cultural Resource Division of the 
Pawnee Nation, his wife Kim and son Robert Adson, Band 
chief Adrian Spottedhorsechief, Band Chief Matt Reed 
who is also the Historic Preservation Officer and his 
brother Todd Vetter.   

The dedication started with a welcome to honored 
Pawnee, dignitaries, and everyone. Herb Adson 
introduced the Pawnee. Other dignitaries introduced were 
Cherrie Beam-Callaway, who had managed Pahuk, a 
sacred site for the Pawnee near Fremont and Ronnie 
O’Brien who oversees the Pawnee Seed Preservation 
Project in Nebraska. Many other leaders of history and 
Pawnee relations who were present but not introduced 
included: Dr. Margaret Jacobs & Kevin Abourezk (co-
directors of Reconciliation Rising), Tom Martens (Buffalo 
Bill and North Brothers historian), Tom Bryan (President of 
Nebraska Archaeological Society), Bill Bolte (Merrick  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
County Historical Society), Jerry Kneifel (Platte County 
Historical Society), and a film crew from News Channel 
Nebraska CNC.  

The Creator was thanked for blessing the day with 
such nice weather. 

A brief history of the project was given by Nancy 
Carlson. The beginnings of this day started a year ago when 
Nick Moser and Jerry Carlson read about the dedication of 
the Medal of Honor Highway. A Pawnee Scout was 
included in the 73 people who were honored. Nick & Jerry 
felt that all Pawnee Scouts should be honored so they 
started the process. They asked the Pawnee Nation 
Business Council for permission, which was granted and 
encouraged. The section of Highway 22 from near Genoa 
to near Fullerton was selected because the Pawnee Scouts 
were recruited from the Reservation Village. This village 
was located where the dedication took place. The named 
section of Highway 22 ends north of Fullerton near a 
Pawnee sacred site and many older Pawnee Villages were 
located along this section of highway. With the highway 
section defined, the Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation 
was asked to be the sponsoring organization. Resolutions 
of support were obtained from the Nance County 
Commissioners, the City of Genoa, the Nance County 
Veteran’s Memorial and Resource Center and the Pawnee 
Nation.  The application was submitted to the Nebraska 
State Highway Commission where it was approved, and 
Governor Ricketts signed it in January. 

Head Chief Pat LeadingFox lead a blessing in both 
Pawnee and English. 

James Kindig, District 4 Commissioner for the 
Nebraska State Department of Roads, addressed the group 
giving a brief history on highway naming. 

The next speaker was Patricia LaBounty, Union 
Pacific Railroad Museum Director. She stressed the high 
regard with which the UPRR holds the Pawnee Scouts.  She 
had given a photograph of the UPRR cars with the Pawnee 
Scouts who guarded it. This photo was later given to the 
Pawnee for their museum in Pawnee Oklahoma. 
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Four songs were sung and drummed, including a 
flag song and Warrior song, by Herb, Kim and Robert 
Adson, Pat Leading Fox and Adrian Spottedhorsechief. 

Addresses were given by the following: Head Chief 
Pat LeadingFox, Herb Adson Cultural Resource Manager, 
Band Chief Tim Jim, Band Chief Morgan LittleSun, Band 
Chief Adrian Spottedhorsechief and Band Chief Matt Reed 
who is also the Historic Preservation Officer. 

Two more songs including a prayer song were sung 
and drummed. The sound of taps echoed through the 
cemetery as Nick Moser played, closing the program.  

Visitors viewed the displays from Jerry Carlson & 
John Drozd while visiting with the Pawnee. 

The event happened because of the work of many 
people. We want to thank our donors: Philip and Sandra 
Swantek and Jerry & Nancy Carlson for purchasing the 
signs and for the following donors who made this day 
happen:  Nance County Economic Development, Union 
Pacific Railroad, Helen Schweizer, Ralph Miller, Preferred 
Sands of Genoa, Nance County Veteran’s Museum, Genoa 
Community Bank and Points West Community Bank pf 
Fullerton. We also want to thank our sponsors: The Genoa 
U.S. Indian School Foundation, The Pawnee Nation, The 
Nance County Supervisors, Genoa Historical Museum, the 
City of Genoa, Nance County Veteran’s Memorial and 
American Legion Post #144,  

A big thank you to the behind-the-scenes workers: 
Alyce Tejral & Nicki Drozd (lunch), Mitch Tracy & Jeff 
Morris (filming), Cherri Thieman (photography), Brody 
Thieman (handing out programs), the Genoa Leader times 
and Nance County Journal for publicizing the event, John 
Buhl (use of speaker system), Bruce Hoffman, John Drozd, 
Monte Swantek, Jerry Carlson & Nick Moser (set up & tear 
down), Marty Carlson shade tent and Nancy Carlson 
(moderator). 

 

 

 

2019 – 2021 Activities and Projects of GIS Foundation 
The past years from 2019 to present August 2021 

have been busy years for the Genoa Indian School 
Foundation and Interpretive Center even through the 
covid epidemic. 

The Indian School Interpretive Center was on the 
2020 Passport program and had 3,031 sign-in and digital 
guests from 132 towns, 20 states and Canada. To be open 
the required time for the passport program, we hired 
several part-time people, Mattie Fehringer, Tori Kuntz and 
Deb McClain, courtesy of the CARES ACT.. 

A Nebraska & a USA map were donated by AAA 
Columbus/Norfolk to be used to mark where visitors are 
from. 

Rich Rohde is doing zoom Indian School tours with 
school classrooms across the state. 

Nick Moser & Jerry Carlson installed storm 
windows on north side of building. 

Stile sign has been updated:  thank you to 
Cornhusker Goodwill Fund grant and Nick Moser, Rich 
Rohde, and Jerry Carlson for putting it up. 

A new display in 2020 is featuring former students 
who were in the military. 

Kelli Bacon, Certified Local Government 
Coordinator for the Nebraska State Historic Preservation 
Office presented to the local government in October 2019. 
Book markers were made to hand out. 

Holmberg Heating and Air have been so helpful on 
the air conditioning. 

A new book in the gift shop- Sharing My Stories & 
Life’s Adventures by Emil Drozd. He was a good friend of 
former student Sidney Bryd. 

Items donated:  two engraved silver spoons from 
Connie Pearson, items with town business names- Eugene 
Cromwell and Ronald Blaser, copy of transcript of an 
interview with Dale Wolfe on the Indian School Buildings 
by Norman Frerichs.  

Andrea Tweety Bowen, James Kindig, Vicky LeadingFox 

(hidden), Adrian Spottedhorsechief, Pat LeadingFox, Todd 

Vetter, Matt Reed, Robert Adson, Tim Jim, Micah Jim, Herb 

Adson, Morgan LittleSun, Kim Adson and little boy is Cody 

LittleSun. 

 

Kim Adson, Pat LeadingFox, Herb & Robert Adson, Adrian 

Spottedhorsechief singing and drumming. 
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The 2020 Genoa U.S. Indian School /Wolfe Family 
Scholarship recipient is Christin Singer, a member of the 
Northern Arapaho Nation. Her great-great grandfather, 
Benjamin Friday Sr. attended the Genoa school for 5 years 
starting in 1918. She is attending Central Wyoming College 
in Riverton, Wyoming 

Visitors include Tom Wahweotten (son of former 
student Ellsworth), 7 Pawnee with the Pawnee Seed 
preservation project and three Ponca women. 

The Philip Prorok family donated items from his 
estate, they were catalogues and a display made. 

Cornhusker Goodwill Fund donated money for 
outdoor lighting and displays in 2020. 

Two Cares grants through Humanities Nebraska 
were received in 2020 to help pay for the running of the 
facility during covid. 

A follow-up Cares grant is being used in 2021.  
Thank you, Humanities Nebraska. 

Brad Wolfe, Son of former student Dale Wolfe, has 
been contacting former recipients of the Genoa U.S. Indian 
School Wolfe Family Scholarship. He has submitted several 
follow up stories on what the recipients are doing now, 

The Genoa Indian School Digital Reconciliation 
Project has been working several years and now has over 
4,000 pages of documents. They have developed a 
website: www.genoaindianschool.org that provides and 
in-depth look at the Federal Records on the students and 
allows searches as it hopes to return the histories of the 
Indian Children from the government back to their 
families. 

A second website, genoaindianschoolmuseum.org 
tells what is currently happening at the Genoa Indian 
School Interpretive center. Michelle Tiedje, a Lifetime 
Member, developed and maintains the website.  Thank 
you, Michelle. 

The Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation was 
honored to receive History Nebraska’s Champion of 
History Award.  Alyce Tejral and Michelle Tiedje accepted 
the award on behalf of the Genoa Indian School 
Foundation. 

Tom Lawson is leading the foundation in updating 
the IT department. 

 
GIS Recognition & Remembrance Celebration 

The Genoa Indian School Recognition and 
Remembrance Celebration will be on August 14th, 2021, 
in Genoa, Nebraska at the Genoa Indian School Museum & 
Interpretive Center (209 East Webster) a National Historic 
Site. This is the 31st year of this celebration. To honor and 
celebrate the students that attended the Genoa School, 

the 46 Tribal Nations that had students attend have sent 
their Tribal Nation’s Flag and/ or Tribal Seal. Great 
meaning and Tribal Identity are associated with their 
flag and the gift of a flag is one of the highest honors a 
Tribal Nation can bestow. These beautiful and colorful 
flags and seals are on display in the Genoa Indian School 
Interpretive Center. 

The day’s activities start in the air-conditioned St. 
Rose of Lima Community Center, next door to the Indian 
School. 
10:00 – 4:00 Research center will be open.  At the research 
center, descendants are invited to look up family 
members, view photos and old school newspapers.  
10:00 – 4:00 Native American jewelry & crafts will be 
available for purchase.  All Native Crafters are encouraged 
to bring items for sale. There is no charge for a table. (Call 
402-993-6055 to reserve a table). Come view & buy their 
gorgeous items.  
10:30 – 11:00 Presentation on Simon Redbird, a former 
teacher at the Genoa School by Nickie Drozd.   
11:00 – 11:15 Memorial program honoring those 
associated with the school who have died in the last two 
years by Nancy Carlson.  
11:15- 11:30 Presentation of the Scholarship.  
11:30 - 1:00 Native American Tacos and fry bread will be 
for sale. This delicious treat is made by Jan Ellston and her 
family. They are descendants of former students.   
12:45 Barn tour will be led by Monte Swantek.   
1:00 – 5:00 Genoa Historical Museum is open downtown 
featuring Pawnee and Mormon artifacts and photos. 
1:30- 2:00 Digital Project Specialists, Dr. Margaret Jacobs, 
and Susana Geliga, with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
will share information on the digitizing program for the 
Genoa Indian School.  
2:00 – 3:00 Aaron LaPointe, a former scholarship winner 
and director of Ho Chunk Farms and his aunt will share 
information on his work, family history and cultural 
history. 
3:00 All Native Americans will be introduced and have the 
opportunity to share memories they know about the 
school and about their families who attended. 

An ice cream social will be the final event at 3:45 
pm. This will conclude a day full of entertaining and 
educational experiences. In addition, everyone is 
encouraged to pay their respects at the Pawnee Memorial 
in the east end of the Valley View Cemetery and at the 
Veteran’s Memorial in the City Park. 

The public is encouraged to attend all these free 
activities and learn about this Federal Boarding School, 
(the only one in Nebraska and a National Historic Site) and 
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about the Native Tribe’s students who attended the 
school.  

The day’s activities are sponsored by the Genoa 
Indian School Foundation.  

We hope the day’s activities educate us and 
strengthen our ties to Native American cultural traditions. 

Visit the Genoa Indian School web pages; 
genoaindianschoolmuseum.org and 
genoaindianschool.org and the Facebook page for 
background information. 

Please come and bring the family, for a free, 
educational, and entertaining day.  
For more information, call 402-993-6036 or 402-993-6055.  
 

Recognizing Yearly Members 
The Foundation wishes to recognize those who 

have been faithful in donating for several years. They are 
as follows: 
5 Year: Cathryn Hennings, Anne Peterson, and Patricia 
Wagner 
10 Year: Geraldine Beckmann, Duane and Zita Prorok, 
Rich and Cindy Rohde, and Kenneth and Susan Rood. 
15 Year: John Drozd, Leland and Leota Foote, and Vernon 
and Alice Nelson 
20 Year: Wayne and Madeline Groteluschen, Raymond 
and Jean Nelson, and Manuel and Pattie Valladolid 
25 Year: Ed Pearson 
 
Lifetime Members 
We will recognize lifetime members in the next 
newsletter, but if you do not want your name posted, 
please let us know. 
 
 

Zoom Meetings 
To help students in schools who were unable to 

take field trips this past spring, the Foundation utilized 
“Zoom Meetings” to bring them to our Interpretive 
Center.  

 Rich Rohde, a Foundation member, conducted 
the Zoom meetings in April with Ms. Shawna Schweitzer a 
6th grade teacher in Broken Bow, Nebraska. During a two-
day period, 46 students received a virtual tour of the 
Center, as well as a Question/Answer time. 

In May, Rich had a Zoom meeting with the 4th 
grade students at Jefferson Elementary, in Grand Island, 
Nebraska. Cooperating teachers were Ms. Emma George 
and Ms. Holly Schurman. A total of 25 students received 
the virtual tour and participated in the Question/Answer 
time. 

Visitors  
 

 
May 11th the Christ Lutheran Schools 3 & 4th grade classes 
toured the Genoa Indian School Interpretive Center. 
 

 
The book The Nebraska Adventure written by Jean A. 
Lukesh was used by the 4th grade class from St. Boniface 
School in Elgin. The book features a page about the 
Genoa Indian School and is used by many schools across 
the state. 
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L – R: Justin Fish, Sidney Fish, Frankie Prorok, Alex Prorok, 

Missy Prorok, Ron Prorok, Linda Prorok, Greg Prorok, 

Patrick Prorok & Sam Prorok. July 3, 2021 the Prorok 

family came for a tour and to view their brother Philip 

Prorok’s display. 

 

IRA Gift 
Help support the Genoa U.S. Indian School 

Foundation.  A charitable distribution from your IRA is an 
easy way to put your dollars to work and reap tax benefits 
for yourself.  If you are 70 1/2 years old or older, you can 
make a charitable distribution up to $100,000 from your 
IRA directly to the Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation 
and you will not pay taxes on the gift, and it can also count 
as your required minimum distribution.  

Please contact your tax accountant or lawyer and 
then support the Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation.  
Thank you.  
 

Endowment Fund 
The Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation is 

working on obtaining funds for an endowment.  We need 
to bring the museum up to the professional level to which 
we aspire.  Please help us reach this goal by making a tax-
deductible donation (Please put endowment on the 
check).   

We thank you for helping to support us and 
insuring the future of the Genoa Indian School Foundation. 
The Foundation is also working on obtaining grants and 
updating our power point presentation used in the 
Interpretive Center. If anyone is interested in helping on 
any of these projects, please let us know. 
 
 
 
 

Email Address and Telephone Number 
 As we are in the electronic age, the members of 
the Board of Directors would like to take advantage of the 
internet and email sources available to us.   
For those that have access to the internet, we would like 
an email address to notify you when the latest newsletter 
has been posted.  If you would send us your email address 
to nfcarls@hotmail.com and put in the subject line ‘GIS 
Foundation’ that would save our postage costs. 
 If you do not have internet access, we will still mail 
the newsletter to you at the current address that we have 
in our data base. 
 If you will also share a telephone number with us, 
we would appreciate that as well.  Rest assured we will  
not share any of this information.  It is just for Foundation 
use only. 
 Thank you for helping us to keep you informed of 
the activities and events of the GIS Foundation. 

 
Foundation Membership 
 Your membership dues are due in January.  See 
the renewal form that is attached for your convenience.  
Thank you for your support of the Genoa US Indian School 
Foundation, Inc.  

If you or you know someone that would be 
interested in becoming a member of the Foundation, we 
have 5 levels of membership available. 
Yearly Memberships: 

Life - $250; Corporate - $50; Family - $25 
Patron - $35; Individual - $10 

 Help us to continue our mission of saving our 
history for future generations. 

 
Face Book and Websites 
 To keep up with the latest in communication 
technology, the Genoa Indian School Foundation, Inc. is on 
Facebook.   
The websites are Http://genoaindianschoolmuseum.org 
and http://genoaindianschool.org.  Check us out.    

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Genoa Indian School Foundation, Inc. 
PO Box 382 
Genoa, NE. 68640-0382 

2021 Membership Dues 

 
_____ Lifetime - $250  _____ Corporate - $50  ______ Patron - $35 

_____ Family - $25  _____ Individual - $10 
 
 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
*Email Address: __________________________________ Telephone #: ___________________ 

 
 

Send to: 
Genoa US Indian School Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 382 
Genoa, NE 68640-0382 

 
 


